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1. Introduction

EzHost is the July 2009 Joomla! template from BonusThemes.com.

EzHost is a simple, polished and shiny new template designed for business presentations. Its layout is very 
well suited for web hosting services, but a capable webmaster can adjust it to many other types of web 
content such as e-commerce, portal or even a blog.

It features a 3 column layout, plenty of module positions, a menu with built-in support for VirtueMart 1.1 
and a native or blog styled date tag for articles.

Read the following sections to find detailed information and illustrated examples that explain the ways 
you can use the template.

2. General information

2.1. Required software

EzHost works with Joomla! 1.5.x and it is recommended to use the latest version available.

Visit http://www.joomla.org to find which is the latest available version for Joomla!. If you are not sure 
which version you are using at the moment, login to the administrator control panel and locate the version 
number on the top right corner of the page.

2.2. Browser compatibility

EzHost is compatible with:

- Firefox 3.5
- Firefox 3
- Safari 4
- Safari 3
- Chrome 2
- Chrome 1
- MS Internet Explorer 8
- MS Internet Explorer 7
- MS Internet Explorer 6
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3. Template installation

To install the template you can use the Joomla! installation mechanism:
Extensions > Install/Uninstall

Alternatively, you may unpack the template in the /template directory.

To activate the template go to
Extensions > Template Manager

select the template and click the "Default" button.

Read Appendix A for illustrated examples on how to install and activate a template.
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4. Layout

The layout of EzHost provides 34 regular module positions and 5 invisible positions for supplementary 
services.

EzHost implements a technology that makes it really easy to set the width of any position or the main 
body. Read section 5.10 for more information.

This template uses a collapsible module technology. That makes some positions disappear if there are no 
published modules in them. This feature gives you the capability to make arrangements for wider space in 
your pages.

On the top of its layout, EzHost uses CMenu, a menu script that uses a regular Joomla menu as a data 
source. You have the option of disabling this menu and have a regular module position in its place. This 
can be set from the Template Manager and the name of the position that replaces CMenu is "header". Read 
sections 5.5 and 5.6 for more information.

CMenu can also be easily connected with VirtueMart's products and categories. Read section 5.11 and 
appendix C for more details.

With this template you have the option to change the way dates for articles appear and give them blog 
styled date tags. Read section 5.12 for more information.

EzHost follows a rectangular layout philosophy with minimum gaps between module positions. In order to 
help webmasters create a nice composition some module suffixes have alternative styles that add a line 
on their top or their bottom. For example "mstyle1" also has the alternative "mstyle1u" (where "u" means 
up). This alternative outputs a gray line on its top. "mstyle1d" (where "d" means down) outputs a gray line 
on its bottom. "mstyle1ud" outputs a gray line on its top and on its bottom. Read section 4.3 for more 
information.

Finally, the positions "left_bottom" and "right_bottom" are decorated by a background color by default. 
You may use the module styles (or module suffixes) "mstyle1" and "mstyle2" to make them look nice in your 
project layout.
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4.1. Template map

Map of regular module positions for the template EzHost.

EzHost also supports 5 hidden positions for supplementary services. Read section 5.8 for more information.

An alternative way to see this map on your website is to use the URI parameter tp=1. For example, if your 
website is "example.com" you can see the template positions by typing http://www.example.com/?tp=1

Modules in positions "left_bottom" and "right_bottom" should use the module suffixes "mstyle1" and 
"mstyle2".
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4.2. CSS structure

EzHost uses the main Joomla template CSS file for typography and other general styling. That main file 
is /templates/bt_ezhost/css/template.css.

The file /templates/bt_ezhost/css/layout.css contains CSS definitions that control the layout.

The file /templates/bt_ezhost/css/cmenu.css contains CSS definitions that control the layout of CMenu, 
the script for the menu on the top area.

Naming system for module positions:

The IDs of the <div> tags that wrap the template positions always start with "pos_". For example the 
module position "left" takes the id "pos_left".
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4.3. Module Suffixes

There are 5 module styles (or module suffixes) that match the styling of the template.

This template follows a rectangular layout philosophy with minimum gaps between module positions. In 
order to help webmasters create a nice composition some module suffixes have alternative styles that add 
a line on their top or their bottom. For example "mstyle1" also has the alternative "mstyle1u" (where "u" 
means up). This alternative outputs a gray line on its top. "mstyle1d" (where "d" means down) outputs a 
gray line on its bottom. "mstyle1ud" outputs a gray line on its top and on its bottom.

mstyle1
Adds a left and right padding.
Designed for positions "left_bottom" and "right_bottom".

This mstyle has no background color, it only adds a left and 
right padding. The background color shown in this example is 
generated from the default background of the positions 
"left_bottom" and "right_bottom".

Also supports:
mstyle1u
mstyle1d
mstyle1ud

mstyle2

Also supports:
mstyle2u
mstyle2d
mstyle2ud
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mstyle3
Adds a left and right padding.
Designed for positions "left" and "right".

Also supports:
mstyle3u
mstyle3d
mstyle3ud

mstyle4

mstyle5
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5. Template setup

5.1. Logo setup

To setup your logo, publish a "Custom HTML" module with an uploaded image in any template position.

Example:
1. Upload your logo on your website
2. Create a new "Custom HTML" module that contains the URL of the image you just uploaded
3. Publish that module in a suitable position

For additional help with illustrated examples, visit http://www.bonusthemes.com and open the tutorial 
"How to upload your logo" from the tutorials section.

You can publish your logo in any position, but the recommended one for logos is "icon".

5.2. Banner setup

To setup a banner, publish a banner module in any template position.

5.3. How to show/hide the BonusThemes logo

You can show or hide the BonusThemes logo from
Extensions > Template Manger

5.4. PNG fix

MS Internet Explorer 5 and 6 have trouble rendering the alpha levels (transparencies) of PNG images. The
template is equipped with a script that fixes this problem. To enable transparencies in PNG files for MS
Internet Explorer 5 and 6, use the CSS class "pngfix". In some cases images appear distorted. To avoid this
distortion provide "width" and "height" attributes in your <img> HTML tags. Alternatively, you can try the 
CSS class "pngfix_static".

HTML example that shows an image tag with pngfix enabled:
<img src="images/stories/image.jpg" width="100" height="100" alt="Image" class="pngfix_static" />

PNG fix's website:
http://www.twinhelix.com
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5.5. How to enable/disable CMenu

CMenu (Classic Menu) is the menu that appears on the top of the page.

If you want to use a module instead of CMenu you can disable it from
Extensions > Template Manger

locate the option "Header Menu Type" and set it to "Position Header". You can now publish your module in 
the position "header".

5.6. How to set the Joomla menu for CMenu

CMenu by default shows the contents of the Joomla menu "topmenu".

In order to change the source of CMenu, go to
Extensions > Template Manager

and use the option "Header Menu Name".

5.7. How to enable/disable the SEOCP feature

SEOCP (Search Engine Optimization Content Positioning) is a feature that controls the position of the main 
content of the pages.

When SEOCP is enabled the content is internally positioned on the top of the HTML code and this helps 
search engines find and analyze the content easier. When the page loads, a JavaScript script moves the 
content to the proper position so that the visual structures can display it in the way the human eye can 
understand better.

SEOCP needs JavaScript to work. This means that users with JavaScript disabled will not be able to read 
the content of the page.

By default, SEOCP is disabled. To enable SEOCP go to
Extensions > Template Manager

and use the option "SEOCP".

5.8. Hidden module positions

EzHost features 5 hidden positions for supplementary functionality. The names of these positions are 
"aux1", "aux2", "aux3", "aux4", "aux5".

The IDs of the container HTML elements for these positions are "pos_aux1", "pos_aux2", "pos_aux3", 
"pos_aux4" and "pos_aux5" respectively.
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5.9. Custom menu styling

The EzHost template has a default way of laying out menus. It uses a specific set of CSS rules that may not 
appear nice in exception cases. One such exception is a horizontal menu.

To make the template ignore the default layout for menus you can use a custom "Menu Class Suffix". This 
should not be confused with "Module Class Suffix". From the administrator's control panel go to
Extensions > Module Manager

open the menu module that needs to have a different layout, open the "Advanced Parameters" panel on 
the right side of the page and set the "Menu Class Suffix" to any value (type for example "mystyle") and 
click the "Save" button.

5.10. How to set the width of any position

To set the width of a module position in the template go to
Extensions > Template Manager

click the bt_ezhost template and use the "Position widths" text box.

You can simply type the name of the template, a colon (:) and a width in pixels. Each line should have one 
setting.

Example:

left: 160
right: 200

To set the width of the main body use the keyword: "mainbody".

Example:

mainbody: 700
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5.11. How to connect CMenu with VirtueMart 1.1

CMenu is the menu that appears by default as the main template menu. As explained in previous sections 
its data source is a regular Joomla! menu of your choice.

The connection of CMenu with VirtueMart 1.1 is a very simple task. 
All you have to do is create an "External Link" menu item and use the 
"Link" text box to define the type of connection you want. The 
system will convert your link to VirtueMart data if it starts with 
":vm:". After that keyword, you should enter a type of connection 
and optional parameters.

Here is an example of what the Link should look like if you 
want to show all the VirtueMart categories under a menu 
item:

:vm:subcategory

And here is a more complex example that connects a menu 
item with the sub-categories of the category 5.

:vm:subcategory:id=5

Depending on the command you use ("category" in this 
case) you have optional parameters to filter your 
connection. For example, you may want to show only one 
level of sub-categories. To do that, you should use the 
parameter "depth":

:vm:subcategory:id=5:depth=1

The colon (:) symbol is a delimiter for your parameters. If you want to use parameters, you should 
separate them with a colon (:).

Here is a list with all the available commands:

- category : Displays VirtueMart product categories and their sub-categories.
- subcategory : Displays VirtueMart sub-categories.
- featured : Displays featured products.
- latest : Displays latest products.
- random : Displays random products.
- selected : Displays selected products.
- topten : Displays best selling products.

Read Appendix C for a detailed reference on the commands and their parameters.
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5.12. How to set up the article date style

EzHost provides two ways to display dates for articles:

Native

Blog

To set the article date style of the template go to
Extensions > Template Manager

click the bt_ezhost template and use the "Article Date Style" drop down box.

5.13. How to set up the search module 

EzHost is designed to host the search module in the position "search". Simply publish the search module in 
the position "search".
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5.14. How to set up the sliding animation in the position "cpanel"

EzHost features a built in animation effect for the module published in the position "cpanel".

To enable it, simply publish a module in the position "cpanel" and enable the "Show Title" parameter of the 
module.

Please note that the system will display only the first module in the position "cpanel".

This position is originally designed to host the login module. In order to visually assist this design there is 
an icon displayed next to the title of the module. If you want to use this position for another module and 
the icon is not relevant to you, you can disable it by editing the main template CSS file

/templates/bt_ezhost/css/template.css

Go to line 1453 and find the CSS definitions for the HTML element "cpanel_container". In order to remove 
the icon delete the line that defines "background".

5.15. How to hide the main body area

With EzHost you can hide the entire area of the main body.

To do that, download and install the component "com_nb" (stands for No Body). You can download this 
component from the Downloads Area of the BonusThemes.com website.

Assign "com_nb" to the menu items you want the main body area to be hidden.

5.16. How to set up the STabs module

STabs (Sliding Tabs) is a separate module from the template. You can download it from the "Joomla! 
Addons" section from the Download Area of our website.

In order to set up this module you need to follow the instructions of its user's manual.

To replicate the module setup of the demo website of EzHost you must install STabs and set the following 
values to the module parameters:

"Details" information box:

Show Title: No

Enabled: Yes

Position: bottom1
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"Module Parameters" information box:

Source ID: pos_aux1

Interval: 20

Speed: 10

Advanced 
variables:

padding: 10
tags_align: center
class_gap: stabs_tag_norm_gap
class_norm_l: stabs_tag_norm_l
class_norm_c: stabs_tag_norm_c
class_norm_r: stabs_tag_norm_r
class_hover_l: stabs_tag_sel_l
class_hover_c: stabs_tag_sel_c
class_hover_r: stabs_tag_sel_r
class_sel_l: stabs_tag_sel_l
class_sel_c: stabs_tag_sel_c
class_sel_r: stabs_tag_sel_r
image_prefix: images/stories/
image1: tab1.gif
image2: tab2.gif
image3: tab3.gif
image4: tab4.gif

With this setup you will need to publish some modules in the position "aux1". Aux1 is a hidden position 
that works as a data container for modules such as STabs.

EzHost provides a substantial number of hidden module positions to help you use these types of modules. 
Please read section 5.8 for more information about hidden positions.

Finally, with this setup the system will try to find icons for each tab. The first icon is 
"images/stories/tab1.gif", the second is "images/stories/tab2.gif" etc. To complete the replication process 
you will have to put icons with these file names in your system. Alternatively you can delete the "image" 
variables from the Advanced variables parameter.

5.17. How to set up the Support Panel modules

Support Panel is a separate module from the template. You can download it from the "Joomla! Addons" 
section from the Download Area of our website.

In order to set up this module you need to follow the instructions of its user's manual.

To replicate the module setup of the demo website of EzHost you must install Support Panel and make two 
copies. Overall there are three instances of Support Panel in the demo and that is what you should also 
have. Set the parameters of the first instance to the following:
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"Details" information box:

Show Title: No

Enabled: Yes

Position: top5

"Module Parameters" information box:

Static Panel HTML: <img src="images/stories/space_plan.jpg" alt="Space Plan" />

Hover Up HTML: <div class="support_panel"><div>

<h3>Space plan features</h3>

<table>
<tr>

<td><ul>
<li>350 MiB Storage</li>
<li>10 GiB free transfer</li>
<li>3 email accounts</li>

</ul></td>
<td><ul>

<li>CPanel / Plesk</li>
<li>Daily backup</li>
<li>24/7 support</li>

</ul></td>
</tr>

</table>

<div class="line"> </div>

<p align="center">
<a href="javascript:void(0)"><img src="images/stories/icon_contact.gif" 
alt="Contact" title="Contact" border="0" /></a>
    
<a href="javascript:void(0)"><img src="images/stories/icon_more_info.gif" 
alt="More information" title="More information" border="0" /></a>
    
<a href="javascript:void(0)"><img src="images/stories/icon_add_to_cart.gif" 
alt="Add to cart" title="Add to cart" border="0" /></a>
</p>
</div></div>

Hover Down HTML: <img src="images/stories/support_panel.gif" alt="Space Plan" />

Static panel width:

Static panel height:

Hover panel width: 278
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Hover panel height:

Animation orientation: Bottom - Center

Mouse leave interval: 500

Animation interval: 20

Animation speed: 10

Start offset: -15

End offset: -30

Start opacity: 50

End opacity: 100

Shadow offset X: 5

Shadow offset Y: 5

Shadow max opacity: 30

Instance name:

Module Class Suffix:

This setup will replicate the "Space Plan" module. There are three major differences between the first 
instance and the rest.

The fist difference is the position. The other two instances must be published in positions "top6" and 
"top7" respectively.

The second difference is the image that appears in the page. In the module's terms this is called the 
"Static panel" and it is defined by an image. The setup mentioned above calls the image 
"images/stories/space_plan.jpg" . The image seen in the demo contains copyrighted icons that cannot be 
included in the distribution, so this image does not exist in your files. However you can open the PSD and 
find the background of this image in the layer group "Standard Plan". You can use this as a background to 
add your images and type your messages. If you upload this image under a different file name go back to 
the module's control panel and update the "Static Panel HTML" parameter.

The third difference is the content of the panel that appears when the user puts the mouse over the static 
panel. This content is defined by the parameter "Hover Up HTML". You should modify the HTML content of 
this parameter to meet your project requirements.

Finally all panels share a common background for the hover panel. The image called by the parameter 
"Hover Down HTML" is "images/stories/support_panel.gif". This image does not exist in the template setup 
but it does exist in the PSD source files both as a separate image and as a layer in the PSD.
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Appendix A – How to install a template

To install a template in Joomla! 1.5.x follow the next 6 steps:

Step 1

Get into the administrator's control panel with your browser.

The URL usually looks like
http://www.example.com/administrator/

Step 2

Go to the menu Extensions > Install/Uninstall

Step 3

Click the Browse button to find the archive of the template, and then click Upload File & Install to 
perform the installation procedure.
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Step 4

If the installation was successful you will be able to see a success message like the one in the image.

Step 5

The next thing to do is to activate the 
template.

Go to Extensions > Template Manager
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Step 6

From the Template Manager page click on the template name you just installed and then click the Default 
button to make that template the default one.
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Appendix B – How to setup a module

To setup a module in Joomla! 1.5.x follow the next 4 steps:

Step 1

Get into the administrator's control panel with your browser.

The URL usually looks like
http://www.example.com/administrator/

Step 2

Go to the menu Extensions > Module Manager

Step 3

Find the module you want to edit and click it.

Note: If you cannot find your module perhaps there are 
too many modules split in pages. Go through the pages to 
find your module, or use the filters to limit the list of 
modules on your screen.
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Step 4

Now you are in the page that controls the module.

From the Details area you can control many features including:

- Set the title of the module
- Show or hide the title
- Publish or unpublish the module by checking the Enabled attribute
- Set the position of the module

From the Parameters area you can control other features including the ability to

- Set the Module Class Suffix

To save your changes click the Save button ton the top right corner.
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Appendix C - CMenu to VirtueMart 1.1 link reference

To connect CMenu with VirtueMart's data create an "External Link" menu item and use the "Link" text box 
to enter the connection command.

The following example will display all the product categories:

:vm:subcategory

Commands can take parameters. Type the colon (:) symbol before each parameter. Here is an example 
that demonstrates how you can build a link with multiple parameters:

:vm:subcategory:id=1:depth=1:published=1:cur_vendor=0

Available commands and their parameters:

C.1. category

Displays product categories and their sub-categories.

id
Valid values: Comma separated list of product category IDs.
Description: When used, only the categories with the given IDs will appear.
Default: 0
Example: :vm:category:id=1,2,3

depth
Valid values: Zero or any positive integer number.
Description: Value 1 or larger sets the maximum level of depth of the categories to appear. Value 0 shows 
them all.
Default: 0
Example: :vm:category:depth=1

published
Valid values: 1 or 0 that represent published or all.
Description: Use value 1 if you want to list only the published categories, 0 if you want to list them all.
Default: 1
Example: :vm:category:published=1

cur_vendor
Valid values: 1 or 0 that represent current vendor only, or all vendors.
Description: Use value 1 if you want to list the categories of the current vendor only, 0 if you want to list 
them all.
Default: 1
Example: :vm:category:cur_vendor=1



Jo
om

la
! T

em
pl

at
e

Ezhost v1.1 - Manual v1.1

us
er

 m
an

ua
l

25

BonusThemes.com – Joomla! Template: EzHost v1.0 25

C.2. subcategory

Displays product sub-categories.

id
Valid values: Comma separated list of the parent category IDs.
Description: When used, only the sub-categories of the given IDs will appear.
Default: 0
Example: :vm:category:id=1,2,3

depth
Valid values: Zero or any positive integer number.
Description: Value 1 or larger sets the maximum level of depth of the categories to appear. Value 0 shows 
them all.
Default: 0
Example: :vm:category:depth=1

published
Valid values: 1 or 0 that represent published or all.
Description: Use value 1 if you want to list only the published categories, 0 if you want to list them all.
Default: 1
Example: :vm:category:published=1

cur_vendor
Valid values: 1 or 0 that represent current vendor only, or all vendors.
Description: Use value 1 if you want to list the categories of the current vendor only, 0 if you want to list 
them all.
Default: 1
Example: :vm:category:cur_vendor=1

C.3. featured

Displays featured products.

max_items
Valid values: Any positive integer number.
Description: Maximum number of items to display.
Default: 10
Example: :vm:featured:max_items=20

cat
Valid values: Comma separated list of category IDs.
Description: When used, only the products under the given categories will appear.
Example: :vm:featured:cat=1,2,3

cur_vendor
Valid values: 1 or 0 that represent current vendor only, or all vendors.
Description: Use value 1 if you want to list products of the current vendor only, 0 if you want to list them 
all.
Default: 1
Example: :vm:featured:cur_vendor=1
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C.4. latest

Displays latest added products.

max_items
Valid values: Any positive integer number.
Description: Maximum number of items to display.
Default: 10
Example: :vm:latest:max_items=20

cat
Valid values: Comma separated list of category IDs.
Description: When used, only the products under the given categories will appear.
Example: :vm:latest:cat=1,2,3

cur_vendor
Valid values: 1 or 0 that represent current vendor only, or all vendors.
Description: Use value 1 if you want to list products of the current vendor only, 0 if you want to list them 
all.
Default: 1
Example: :vm:latest:cur_vendor=1

C.5. random

Displays randomly selected products.

max_items
Valid values: Any positive integer number.
Description: Maximum number of items to display.
Default: 10
Example: :vm:random:max_items=20

cat
Valid values: Comma separated list of category IDs.
Description: When used, only the products under the given categories will appear.
Example: :vm:random:cat=1,2,3

cur_vendor
Valid values: 1 or 0 that represent current vendor only, or all vendors.
Description: Use value 1 if you want to list products of the current vendor only, 0 if you want to list them 
all.
Default: 1
Example: :vm:random:cur_vendor=1

C.6. selected

Displays custom selected products.

id
Valid values: Comma separated list of product IDs.
Description: ID numbers of the products you want to show.
Example: :vm:selected:id=1,2,3

The usage of the parameter id is compulsory.
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C.7. topten

Displays best selling products.

max_items
Valid values: Any positive integer number.
Description: Maximum number of items to display.
Default: 10
Example: :vm:topten:max_items=20

cat
Valid values: Comma separated list of category IDs.
Description: When used, only the products under the given categories will appear.
Example: :vm:topten:cat=1,2,3

cur_vendor
Valid values: 1 or 0 that represent current vendor only, or all vendors.
Description: Use value 1 if you want to list products of the current vendor only, 0 if you want to list them 
all.
Default: 1
Example: :vm:topten:cur_vendor=1
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